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https://sites.google.com/a/northampton-k12.us/nps/our-schools/jackson-street-school

If you wish to have a copy of this letter written in Spanish, French or Arabic, please contact the school department at 587-1315. Si le gustaria 
esta carta en Espanol, es possible. Llama 413-587-1315. Si vous voulez une copie de cette lettre en Français, veuillez contacter le Département de 
l’École 587-1315. 1315-587 يف ةسردملا ةرادإب لاصتالا ىجري ،ةيبرعلا ةغللاب ةبوتكم ةلاسرلا هذه نم ةخسن ىلع لوصحلا يف بغرت تنك اذإ.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Northampton-Public-Schools-Massachusetts/179921372117715
https://www.facebook.com/jacksonstreetpto   http://www.jsspto.org/
You may also connect with us on Twitter:https://twitter.com/#!/NPSDistrict
Ms. Allessi’s website: https://sites.google.com/northampton-k12.us/mindfulnessatjss

JSS Office 587-1510

MESSAGE FROM MS. AGNA 
LINK TO STORY TIME WITH MS. AGNA – AND JACKSON

Many thanks to Mr. Cantler, our Technology Integration Specialist, for linking up the Story Times I’ve recorded so far. As I said 
in my recent robo call, I’m getting used to the weirdness of reading to a screen – hopefully the readings will only improve! Jackson finds 
them comforting anyway…

ROBO CALLS
I will continue to do them, recognizing they’re one of the few ways we have to communicate – ish. This is so very sad and hard.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE TWO WEEKS MAKES…
I don’t know about you, but finishing up our 2nd week apart has helped to establish the reality of this crisis for me – and has made 

me have such gratitude and a sense of awe for the way our community continues to come together – physically and socially distanced – to 
provide support and connection in this horrible time of corona. I think about walking the halls of our school, saying hello to those I pass, 
getting a hug or a report on how a student might be feeling, circulating in the cafeteria at lunch, with 120 students and the wonderful ESPs, 
checking in on how things are, what’s the lunch like, who might need some support with friends, wandering into classrooms with Jackson, 
students at work, looking up briefly to say HI or to pat Jacksons, standing in front of the whole school, watching Janet Aalfs lead us in a 
Moving Meditation, reading a picture book, singing songs with Ms. O, accompanied by the Uke Ohana, saying hello and good-bye in the 
crosswalk in front of school.  I feel great sadness and loss and can only imagine your feelings too. If you would like to share thoughts with 
our community, through this newsletter, anonymously, about how you are doing, how your family is coping, what funny and fun things 
have happened, what’s worked, what’s not in our time of isolation, please feel free to email me and I’ll include in future newsletter. My 
email address is gagna@northampton-k12.us.

Sending health and love to all,

Gwen Agna

PTO NEWS
From Beth Maurer, JSS Volunteer Coordinator (sent 

through email as well):

Hello JSS Community,

A message from Ms. Agna regarding school closures:

Per order of the MA Commissioner of Education (and the 
Governor), schools in MA are closed till May 4, 2020.

Ms. Agna has been sharing “Story Time” videos well as 
a Meditation for students and families to enjoy during our 
time away from school. The videos have been posted by the 
JSS PTO on Facebook, and can be found on the Northampton 

Public Schools website at:

http://www.northamptonschools.org/category/news/
jackson-street-school/

We hope that your families are healthy and managing as well 
as you can be. We will be sending an email tomorrow with more 
resources for learning at home. Be well.

PTO Emergency Fund/Grocery Gift Card 
Update

Just over $7,200 has been donated to the PTO’s Emergency 
Fund to purchase grocery store gift cards to be distributed to JSS 
families experiencing financial hardship as a result of school closure 



and loss of work. So far, more than $5,000 worth of gift cards has 
been distributed between cards purchased by the PTO ($3,600) and 
other generous JSS community members. Heartfelt thanks to all who 
have been able to donate! It is wonderful to see our community come 
together to support each other.

Gift cards are still available. Please contact Ms. Agna at 587-
1512 or by email gagna@northampton-k12.us to request a gift card. 

Donations to the PTO emergency fund may be made via the 
PTO’s website: https://www.jsspto.org

Click the “Support JSS” button at the top right, then scroll down 
to the “Donate” button. Donations may be made via credit/debit cards 
or PayPal. Thank you for helping the PTO support JSS families! 

JSS Art Corner 
The past week has been both challenging and a new learning 

curve for all of us. I hope that most families are finding the art prompts 
helpful and accessible. Please feel free to use the lesson ideas to meet 
your particular needs, and don’t feel as if your child has to complete 
every one of them. The other art teacher in the district and I created 
a home-school approach for families to utilize at their pace. We will 
be updating this link periodically with usable links and more ideas 
coming soon. Please reach out to me if you need any assistance with 
the at home art program.

Sincerely, Ms. Lilly

blilly@northampton-k12.us

https://drive.google.com/open?id=18XsOOX-qhLxBTvFsoBB-
PCbOZ5WJ9kdVmnOE4S3x3F2w

Off the Beaten Path:
Family Friendly Hikes in Northampton in 
the Age of Social Distancing

Some of our most well-known and beloved greenways and 
conservation areas are getting very busy and hikers are passing each 
other at unsafe proximity.

I put together this short list of less well known, family friendly 
hiking spots in Northampton for those who want to explore new areas 
that are less well known and less well traveled (and have wide trails).  
All of these hikes are appropriate for families with small children.  If 
you have questions, please feel free to email me at tannese@northamp-
tonma.gov or text/call me at 641-260-1796.

Parsons Pine Barrens Greenway 
100 Cardinal Way (Small Parking Lot to south)
Florence, MA 01062

The former site of a sand and gravel operation, Parsons Pine 
Barrens is the only protected pine barrens in the City of Northampton.  
This roughly 80-acre Greenway has several looping trails.  You’ll enjoy 
views of Parsons Brook, wide open dune area, a human-made kettle 
pond, and even a huge metal remnant of the Greenway’s industrial 
past.    You’ll find pitch pine here--a species far more common on and 
near the Cape--along with other less common plant and pollinator 
species.

In part because of the Greenway’s sandy, nutrient-poor soil, 
the trails tend to be wide, making it safer when you encounter 
other hikers.  

Rocky Hill Greenway (Formerly Pine Grove Golf 
Course)
254 Old Wilson Road 
(Park on Old Wilson Road or take bike path to East-
hampton near the footbridge (Valley Recyling) and 
hike northwest)
Florence, MA 01062 

The City of Northampton just purchased this 100-acre golf 
course on the edge of Easthampton.  It connects to the existing 
Rocky Hill Greenway, which is a lightly used forested greenway 
between Routes 10 and 66.  

I highly recommend visiting the former golf course before 
heavy equipment begins habitat restoration work in the next two 
months.  There are ponds and creeks amid the fairways and some 
of the oldest and largest swamp white oaks in Northampton.  
This brand new Greenway is very wet in spots, but there are drier 
upland areas where you can throw a frisbee or kick a soccer ball 
with your kids. 

h t t p s : / / w w w . g a z e t t e n e t . c o m / P i n e - G r o v e -
hg-060119-25894598

Roberts Hill 
15 Dimock Street (Trailhead to the south)
Leeds, MA, 01062

The 153-acre Roberts Hill extends from Chesterfield Road 
to Reservoir Road (across from Musante Beach).  It boasts an 
extensive trail system and summit views. Dimock Pond and 
Howard’s ice pond are very close to the trailhead and are lovely 
places to throw acorns and look for birds.   Head to the summit 
and then curve around the park’s north side for views of Musante 
beach.  Because Roberts Hill has so many trails, it’s easy to get 
confused--even a little lost--so familiarize yourself with an online 
trail map before going.  

Beaver Brook Greenway/Mill River Greenway 
(Catholic Cemetery)
Leeds bike path/Grove Ave
Leeds MA 010153

This very lightly traveled, 44-acre parcel lies between the 
Catholic Cemetery on Route 9 and the Leeds Bike Path.  It connects 
with both the Mill River Greenway to the west and south and 32 
acres of Mass Electric Forest Land to the north. Beaver Brook on 
the southern side of the Greenway is gorgeous and undisturbed--a 
great place to sit, listen to the water rushing by, and deep-breathe 
your stress away. 

You’ll find porcupine dens (careful with dogs), a huge “wit-
ness” oak on the northeast corner of the property, and large rock 
faces that were cut on site for gravestones at the nearby cemetery.  

Finding the property can be tough as the trailheads are not 
yet marked.  From the Grove Avenue spur entrance to the bike 
path, walk or bike north for roughly half a mile until you cross 



the Beaver Brook bridge (stone foundation--newish wooden 
railings)  Just past the bridge there is a trail into the interior of 
the Greenway. If you must, you can also access the Greenway 
from the Catholic Cemetery on Route 9.  Please be exceed-
ingly respectful as the Cemetery is not an official entrance to 
the Greenway.  

Burts Bog Greenway -- Stroller and Wheelchair 
Friendly
Overlook Drive/Burts Pit Road, Stone Ridge 
Road  

“Who was this Burt and where was his pit?”  Burts Bog 
was Burts pit, from which he extracted peat for fuel and soil 
amendments.  It’s the largest bog in the City, but seeing the 
Bog itself can be a little challenging.  The best access point for 
viewing is at the south end of Ellington Drive.   

For those in wheelchairs and/or pushing strollers, there 
is a paved section which connects Brookwood/Stone Ridge 
Drive to Burts Pit Road and Overlook Drive.  The pavement is 
new and perfect for those in wheelchairs or pushing strollers.   
The paved path in Burts Bog Greenway was created in part to 
help kids in the Burts Pit and Florence Road areas bike and 
walk to Ryan Road Elementary more safely. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – We’re always adding new dates so 
keep checking. PLEASE check the Northampton Public Schools 

website for district calendar updates.
Parents Hour in the Family Center the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, from 9-10AM, beginning Wed. Sept. 4. The JSS PTO meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month.

The Walking School Bus (Fall & Spring) – Ms. Agna alternates on Fridays around 8:10AM between the bike path (starting behind 
Stop and Shop) and Hampshire Heights, starting at the bottom of the hill near the CVS plaza.  

 

Tues. May 5  HOLA Session 4 starts

Wed. May 13   PTO Meeting 6:30-8pm JSS Library

Fri. May 15  Staff/Faculty Work (1/2) Day – dismissal at 12:20PM

Mon. May 25  NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day

Thurs. May 28  2:00PM KDG students host our JSS Grads (tentative date) – We will let you know if we can hold this

Wed. Jun. 10    PTO Meeting 6:30-8pm JSS Library

Thurs. June 11  HOLA Session 4 ends

Fri. June 12th    9:15AM All-school Assembly: Ms. Agna reads “A Fine Fine School” – We will let you know if we can hold this.

ALL GRADES PROGRESS REPORT CARDS GO HOME ON THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL – LAST DAY STILL TO BE DETERMINED. 
5th GRADE GRADUATION IS SCHEDULED THE DAY BEFORE THE LAST (HALF) DAY OF SCHOOL.

INFORMATION ABOUT MCAS AND WHETHER WE WILL TAKE IT THIS YEAR, WILL BE 
FORTHCOMING – STAY TUNED…
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